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My Brethren; dearly Beloved in the Lord 


T hath been my Endeavour ever fince the 
Care of your Souls hath bern committed to 

me, to diſcharge my Truſt to the beſt of 

my Power; and "tis in purſuit of this En- 


* Bdtavorr, that T put this Little Book into your 
anni. ITTlandi: The Deſien of which is, to ſtir np in jon 


EFequem Thoughts of God, and the Things of 

* Life, S Deſign very'neceſſary for all. 

arts of Men, but fer thoſe of. your Calling eſpe- 

ially; Husbandmen baving been ' always ob- 

ſerved to be too much abaſedin Thought, and ſel» 

tom to raiſe their Minds to rhings pj the le- 

l of their Employment. How can he get 

iſdom, (ſaith the Son of Sirach) that hold 

h the Plough, and that glorieth in the Goad; 

that driveth Oxen, and is occupied in their © 

Labours, and whoſe Talk is of Bullocks? * 

IIe giveth his Mind to make Furrows, and is 
diligent to give the Kine Fodder, Ecclus. 38. 

ſy 26. But believe me, my Brethren; if you 

o not get Wiſdom it is your own Fault, more 

| A 2 | than 


The Dedfcation. 
than the fault of your Calling : For there is no 
Calling in the World (excepting that of Clergy- 
men only) which affords greater Opportunities 
for Mens Improvement in Spiritual Wi/dom,than 
yours doth : As may from hence appear, That our 
HBleſſed Saviour hath talen moſt of his Parables 
from Things that lie within the compaſs of it. 
It hath often ſuggeſted to me many a pious 
Thought, and moved me to many a devout Fja- 
culation: Examples of ſome of them I here preſent 
yon with, in hopes that thereby you may learn to 
make the ſame Improvement; and I have in all 
of them labour d after a Plainneſs of Expreſſion 
ſuited to your Capacity; and ſuch a ſhortneſs, 
as a very little Patience may be ſufficient to go 
through with. And now that the Book may be 
the more uſeful to you, I adviſe you to conſider, 
ſome time before you go about any your Ordinary 
Vork, of whatever ſort it is, and to look whether 
you cannot be hence furniſh d with ſome pious 
Meditation thereupon. I cannot ſay 1 have ta- 
ken in every thing you. may be employ d about; 
but your moſt common Employments, I have : 
As for the reſt, T purpoſely omitted them, becauſe 
I deſign d as ſmall a Volume as the Subject would 
allow of. 
Jo every Meditation, I have annex'd either 
# ſhort Prayer, or ſome Ejaculat ions; colletted 
for the moſt part, out of the Holy Scriptures ; 
which I would have you put up to God, in the 
midſt of your Employment: In doing of which, 
it is not expected that you ſhould kneel, or be ſo 
much as uncover d always; for God doth not 
Fa“ require, 
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monies of more ſolemn Act, of Worſhip ; and jet 
He is as well pleaſed with them, nay, perhaps  / 
better ; inaſmuch as theſe are certain Tokens of 
4 Aind fully bent upon His Worſhip and Service- 
Whereas the other may, and do very often, flow 


from meer Cuſtom ;, and then they are but Lip- 


labour. | 
And now 1 hope that youwil beſo kindtoyout * 
Fus in this Deſigu for 


here adviſed you to. Believe me, the Salvation 
of your Souls is the only thing for which it was 
worth your while to be Born: So that Religion i? 
the greateſt Coneern of your whole Lives ; and 
did it require the greateſt part of your Time and + 
Strength to be wholly laid out upon that alone, if 


you were Wiſe, you would not gruage at it. Bur 


yon fer the Goodneſs of "Almighty Cod! He hatly * 
not made Religion inconſiſtent with your worlaly - 
Buſineſs; but bath ſo ordered it, that you max 
attend to both at once: For I appeal to your ſelves; - 
Aay not 4 Man bolt his Flough as well when he 
hath pious Thong ln tin hit Mind, as when he is 
a thoughtleſs as his Cattle that draw it > Ma 
not he lift up his-Heart to God, at the ſame time 
he goes Whiſtling a Tune, as inſignificant a the“ 
Fangling of his Horſes Bells * Why then ſhoald 
any Man be more backward to the one than to 
the other? Why ſhould Men refuſe to be Rekigions,” 
when it would take them up never the more Time, 
and coſt them never the more Pains ? Nay, when” 
iz would fwecren their Labour, and draw Go 
A 3 Bleſin 


require, in theſe Occaſional Addreſſes, the Ceres - M 


Bleſſing down upon them? For Work is not half 
fo tedious to a Man,when his Thoughts are other- 

wiſe employ d, as it is when they are intent * 90 
#hat only : Such a withdrawing the Thoughts, 
being like the liſtning to a Story upon the Road, 
which ſeems to ſhorten a Journey, and renders it 
pleaſant. . And the Bleſſing of God would moſt 
certainly attend Men in ſo doing ;, for Hehath Non 
promiſed never to forſake thoſe that diligently 
ſee Him, He is mindful of us, when we for- 
get Him; we may be certain therefore, that He i 
will not forget us, when we remember Him. Pit 

And for your farther Encouragement thus to 
employ your Thoughts, God hath promiſed to tale 
the Care of all ſuch as do ſo upon Himſelf, and 
to provide for them all things they ſt and in need 
of - Seck ye firſt the Kingdom of God and 
his Righteouſneſs, ſaith Chriſt, and all theſe 
things ſhall be added to you, Mat. 6. 33. 
So that the giving up your ſelves to Piety and 
Devotion, is the beſt courſe you can take to ſecure 
even your worldly Intereſt. As for Anxiety or 
Carefulneſs,.it is ſo far from doing it of it ſelf, 
that it cannot make ſo much. as one Hair white: 
or black; and it diveſts a Man of all Right to 
God's Promiſe of providing for him; and then, 
What hath he to depend upon? 

Ny this little that I have ſaid, you may, in 
fome meaſure, perceive the Eaſineſs, the Pleaſure, 
bf and the ineſtimable Benefit of what ] here adviſe 

von to Bueno Words will convince you ſo much 
20 jour ſati faction, as the putting it in Practice. 
vn cannot conceive how much "twill comribute 
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Tie Dedication,” ' Mx 
baif your growth in Grace, and that inward Joy 
her- Ind Peace which will perpetually accompany you. 
od knoweth my Heart, my Deſign is for your 
oo; and if I fail of im End, I am ſure I ſhall 
ot of the Reward of my honeſt Intention. But 
hope better things of you, and things that ac- 
ompany Salvation, that "you will ſo far ſubmit- 
pur ſelves to my Direction in this Particular, 
d in all other things that belong to my Office ;, 
at when God fhall call. me to give an Account 
Yr jour Souls, I may do it with Joy, and not 
ith why 4 : Which that God may grant for Je- 
s Chriſt's ſake, is, and ſhall be, the conſtant: 
rayer of, 


Your moſt Faithful Servant. 
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 PFPLOWING. 


D any one look on, who knew 
not the meaning of this, he 
would think it as ſtrange and 
unnatural a thing, for Men thus 
— 1 Tear that Earth out of which they were 
— x ken, as tis for Children to be perpetual- 
*Wy ſcratching the Face of their Mother. But 
16 if the Earth be not thus torn and haraſs' d, 
= will not yield its Increaſe ;, and Mankind 
PN» muſt ſtarve for lack of Bread. This is che 
= 1, very Caſe of moſt Men in this World; , 
> 4 if let alone in the peaceable-Enjoyment of 
the good things of Life, grö ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs of their Duty to God, are utterly 
barren as to all the true Purpoſes and Ends 
of Living, and whom nothing but Afflicti- 
ons can render Fruitful: Baſe Spirited and 
ungrateful Wretches ! whom the Goodneſs 
of G O D cannot move to Obedience, — 
_ they 
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they muſt be driven to it with Stripes, and 


forced by Wounds; nay, and it is well it 
all this will prove effectual. 


Pu T do thou, O my GOD, giveſÞ1n« 
N me a ſofter Heart, and a more in- 
© genuous Frame of Mind, that thy Mercies ble 
© may lead me to Repentance; and that the 
© continual ſenſe of thy Goodneſs to me, may 
© draw me nearer to thee in a way of Gra- 
© titude and Obedience. But if thon ſeeſt, 
© that unleſs I am troubled, I ſhall go wrong, Nr 
© and that it is good for me to be Aſſſicted; Na 
© I humbly ſubmit my ſelf to whatſoever 
©thon in thine infinite Wiſdom ſhalt think 
fit to lay upon me: | nay, rather than 1 
ſhould fleep in Sin, I beg Afflictions of 
© thee. O ſave me, though it be by the Se- 
© yerities of thine Hand. If nothing elſe 
© will make me fruitful, let the Plowers 
r ron upon my Back; yea, let them make 
© long, Furrows. Do thou only, O my dear- 
ceſt LORD, ſanctiſie thy Afflictions to 
me, and grant that they may work out 
for me a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of Glorx. 01g 35 
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II. 
| 8 0 WING. 
T is in hopes of a Crop next Harveſt; 


that I ſow this Seed; but if my Hopes 
| ſhould 
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„ andi ould fail me (which G OD forbid) 1 
ell M ould not but confeſs that I were juſtly ſerv- 
d, and that G O D did wiſely puniſh my 
Infruitfulneſs towards Him, in the Unfruit- 
illneſs of my Land towards me: For what 
rvit have ever I brought forth, anſwer- 
ble to the Means of Grace he hath afford- 
d me? The Seed of his Word, which he ſo 
lentifully Sows amongſt us, ſeems to be 
hrown away upon the greateſt part of us : 
hilſt one, for Cuſtom's ſake, juſt gives it the 
earing,but never conſidersit: Another is per- 
aps affected with it for the preſent; but upon 
he next Temptation, forgets it: The 
eart of a Third is ſo poſleſs'd with the 
ares of this Life, as to leave no room for 
he Thoughts of a better. Should one ſow 
eed in the High way, on a Rock, or amon 
riars and Thorns, it would turn to as go 
nn... MI 
U I give me, O L-O RD, an honeſt 
and good Heart, that I may hear thy 
Word, and keep it, and bring forth Fruit 
with Patience. Let thy Word be to me 
as good Seed ſown upon good Ground, that 
ſprings vp, and bears Fruit an hundred- 
fold. Give me, O Lord, an humble and 
teachable Mind; mortifie my Luſts, ſub- 
.due my Paſſions, and wean me from this 
World, ſo that nothing may hinder thy 
Word from having its due Effect upon 
>f-- me: And when thou haſt ſo,prepared me, 
pes . enable Him whom thou haſt made my 
ald 1 Teach- 


give 
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+ © Teacher, truly to diſcharge his Duty 


| © Proſper thou the Work of our Hands up 


Surface of the Ground, would be carried a- 


for want of that, that Men profit ſo little 


*. 


oſt. 
< Bleſs him in the Diſpenſation of thy Word Wow 
and bleſs me alſo in this my preſent Workace 


© on us; O proſper thou our Handy-work 
| ul. 


Wer 


Plowing or Harrowing in of S EE D. 


ER E it not for this, all my for- 
mer Labour and Charges would be 
certainly loſt: For the Seed lying upon the 


way by the Birds, before it could take any 
Root. Methinks 1 have here viſibly ſet be- 
fore my Eyes, the great Neceſſity of Medi- 
tation, to render the Word of God effectual 
to us; and I cannot but think that it is 


by it. Men will take up a Bible, or ſome * 
other good Book, and read in it a little 
while: They will go to Church and hear 
a Sermon, and then they think their Work 
is done; when, alas! it is no moredone, 
than my Work was done whey I had juſt] 
ſcatter d my Seed upon the Ground: A 
moſt neceſſary part remains yet untouch'd. 
A Man muſt go over it again and again, iti 
he deſigu to reap any Fruit of it. For as 
without this Harrowing in the Seed I could 
not expect any Crop; ſo without Medi- 
tation, the Benefit of God's Word mw * 
| 0 
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oft. Bare Reading or Hearing is but jult 
owing the Seed; it lies but upon the Sur- 


Vork face of our Hearts, and will be moſt cer- 
s upMaialy ſnatch'd away by the Devil, unleſs by 
rork Meditation we let it in, and cover it, as it 


ere, out of his ſight. 


Beſeech thee therefore, O Graclous 
D. Lord, teach me as much Wiſdom in 
the Management of my Spiritual Concerns, 
as J have of my N and make 
me as careful of thy Word, that Seed of 
1 theF Eternal Life, as 1 am of this, which can 
ed a- ſerve but for a Moment. Open thou my 
any Heart to receive it, and let it bring forth 
t be- Fruit in abundance. 

{edi © Teach me to Meditate of thy Judgments, 
tual and always to think upon thy Name. 

it is © Let me hide thy Words in my Heart, 
ittleW that I may not Sin againſt thee. 

ome © © ſtabliſh thy Word in thy Servant, 
ittle that I may fear the. | 


for- 
d be 


hear 

/ork IV. 
one 

juſt » MOVING. 


this Meadow here, how doth the Graſs 
mW ſtand before me, ſome Old andwither- 
ng, ſome Young and blooming mixt toge- 
ould Wer : Both muſt fall by the ſame Stroke 
t my Scythe; and that which is to fall by 
xe very next Stroke, ſtands as gay and in- 

B | ſenſible 
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| ſenſible of its Danger, as that which will 
not fall till the very laſt. This is a lively 
Picture of the World, wherein Men dwell 
old and young together, till Death cuts 
them off; and for ought I can ſee, they are 
all as careleſs and unconcern'd about their 
latter end, as this very Graſs. This is a moſt 
inſufferable Folly, That Man who knows he 
muſt die ere long, and knows not but that] 
he may die this very Minute, ſhould yet 
make no preparation for Death. But whilft 
young Men take it for granted that they 
have many Years to come, and old Men 
think themſelves not ſo old, but that they 
may live one Year or two more, they do att 
Jo live as if they were never to die. 


Dux teach me, O my God, ſo to num 
N ber my Days, that I may apply my 
© Heart unto Wiſdom: Make me ſeriouf] 
© to conſider, that they are but as a ſpan long 
* that mine Age is nothing in reſpect of thee 
© and that Men in their very beſt Eſtate, ar! 
© altogether Vanity. As ſoon as thou ſcat 
© tereſt them, they are even as a Sleep 
© and fade away ſuddenly like the Graſs; 
which in the Morning is Green, and grow 
eth up; but in the Evening is cut dowr 
dried up, and withered. And now, Lord 
© what is my hope? Truly my hope is e 
* ven ãn thee. I am but a Stranger and Sc 
*zourner here; but yet, O Lord, how un 
prepared am Ito go to my long Home 


44 
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© O*ſpare me therefore a little; that y 4. 
© recover my ſpiritual Strength, before. I 


well go hence, and be no more ſeen. 

Cuts 8 ' 
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heir a 
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8 he wo 
that CO, here are plentiful Remains, I per- 
yet ceive, of the old Curſe upon Man's 


hilt Diſobedience. Thorgs and Thiſtles ſhall 
they the Ground bring forth to thee, faid God 
Men to our Father Adam, and we his Children 
they feel the Effects of the Sentence to this day. 
o ali Here are no Thorns indeed, the Cultivati- 
on of the Ground preventing the growth 
of them; but all the Cultivation in the 
um World will not wholly prevent the growth 
of Weeds. All I can do is little enough to 
i keep them from growing to ſuch an Head 
as to overtop and choak the Corn. And 
hee now what I find in my Field, the ſame do F 
ar feel in my ſelf, the Corruption of my Na- 
cat ture producing nothing but evil Fruits, 
which if negle&ed, would ſoon choak the 
aſs Seed of Eternal Life God hath ſown in my 
Heart. I do indeed, by the power of his 
Grace,wholly abſtain fromſuch groſs and cry- 
ing Sinsas Murther, Adultery, Drunkenneſs, 
s eff Swearing. &c. but ſtilll find ſome Remains of 
Sol the old Man in me, ſome Exceſſes of Paſſion, 
un fome Wanderings in Prayer, ſome Cold- 
me neſs in Charity, and ſuch like Failings, which 
B 2 tho? 
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2 tho* I daily ſtrive againſt, I fear I ſhall n 
ver quite deſtroy. - 


| Ja F nr thy Mercy therefore. O Lord, de 
þ * 


I betake my ſelf, and not to my owr 
* Merits. O conſider me not as I am in my 
© ſelf, for Tam vile and corrupt; and if thou 
<houldft be ext ream to mark what is amiſs 

in me, how ſhould I ſtand before thee! 
© In me, that is, in my Fleſh dwelleth no 

* godd thing, I feel a Law in my Mem- 
© bers warring againſt the Law in my Mind ; 
but 1 beſeech thee, that it may ne- 
ver ſo far prevail as to bring me into Capti. 
* vity to the Law of Sin. Aſſiſt me, I pray 
© thee, with thy Grace, that I may not walk 

© after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. Do 

© thou utterly deſtroy thoſe Remains of the 
© old Man in me, mortifie my evil Inclina- 
© tions, ſubdue my Luſts, and fo Bleſs and 
© proſper thoſe Seeds of Religion thou haſt 
< ſown in my Heart, that they may bring 
forth plentifully, Thirty, Sixty, nay, an 
* Hundred-fold. 


VT. 
GREEN CORN. 


'JO W Beautiful doth this Field now 
| look! What a lovely Sight is it now, 
in compariſon of what it was when over-run 
with Brambles and Moſs ! It was then the 
Picture 


jure of a Man in his unconverted State, 
hen his Soul is over-run with viclous Ha- 
its, and his Life and Actions all over de- 
orm'd and irregular. But it is now the 
eſemblance of the ſame Man converted, 
W hen the Spirit of God hath form'd him in- 

D a new Creature; and there is an inex«- 
reſſible Sweetneſs and Beauty in all his 
Fonverſation; when he is all Love, Jays - 
\WMeace, Longs | 


ering, Gentleneſs, 
eſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance, & c. 
Ford, what lovely Vertues are theſe! who 

an be otherwiſe than raviſ d with them? 


dann AN T, O Lord: that I may fee- 
* and abhor the Uglineſs of Sin, and 
Dol de taken with the Excellency and Beauty 


the of Holineſs. Let me have no pleaſure in 
: Wickedneſs, nor ſuffer any Evil to dwell 
with me. Let my Delight be in the Saints 
naſt chat are in the Earth, and in ſuch as excel 
ing in Vertue. O let me be always in love 
an! with Righteouſneſs, and let my Counte- 
5 nance behold the thing that is juſt. 

* Waſh me throughly from my Wicked - 

neſs, O God. and cleanſe me from my Sin. 

Make me a clean Heart, and renew a right 
Spirit within me; ſo ſhall I be acceptable 
n thy ſight, O Lord, my Strength and my 
Redeemer. | 


B 3 wars VII. 
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* VII. 
RIPE CORN. 


CEE how this Corn ſtandeth, juſt as i 
did the laſt Year ! the Stalk the ſame 
the Ear the ſame, and the Grain the ſame 
only it doth not ſtand upon the fame ſpot o 
Ground, One would think that the ſamy 
Corn had only changed its Place, or rathe 
was riſen a-new out of the Earth. T 
manner how this ſhould be, is to me uncon 
ceivable; only that fo it is, I ſee and ar 
certain : And methinks I herein -perceiy 
the Working of that Almighty Power, b 
which at the laſt Day ſhall be wrought th 
Reſurrection of the Dead. When the ſcaf 
ter'd Particles of our Bodies ſhall be r 
united, and we ſhall ariſe the very ſan 
Men we at preſent are, and appear befo 

the judgment-Seat of God, to receive ad 
cording to the things we do here, whethabe! 

it be good or bad. c 


1 Us T then this Body riſe again? 
ts + Lord, prepare it for that Reſurrect 
on. Let rhe Spirit of Chriſt ſo dwell in u 
© now, that it may quicken this mortal B 
dy at the laſt Day, and raiſe it to eternal Lil 
O Lord, let me not riſe to Shame at 
© Confuſion of Face, but to Honour, Li 
© and Immortality. Let my Conyerſatic 


yy ow a, Gas to oo tw Dc 


ewe 
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be ſo heavenly ; and let me ſo look for me YM 
Bleſſed Saviour, that he may at laſt change 
this vile Body, into the faſhion of his glo- 


rious Body; that this Mortal may put on 
Immortality, and this Corruptible may put 


as on Incorruption; that I may for ever tri- 
ſame umph over Death and the Grave, and give 
ſame Thanks to thee, my God, for giving me 
pot off the Victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſk 


ſam 


rathe Vun 

＋ 
INCON REAPING, 
nd al 


TOW buſie are theſe Reapers at their 


rceiv 

er, b | 1 Work! They cannot for haſte ſepa- 

ht thiirate all the Tares and Thiſtles from the 

e ſca(FWheat, though their Maſter, could he help 

be r it, would not ſuffer any thing but the pure 
ſam Corn to enter his Barn. At the great Har- 


befo 
ve Ad 
hethe 


veſt, I mean the End of the World, how buſie 

will the Angels be, in gathering all Mankind 

defore the Throne of God!! But they will 

ake clean work; they will carefully ga- 

ther out from among the Elect all things 

that offend, and every one which doth Int- 

quity; for God will ſuffer nothing unholy 

to enter his Kingdom. There will be no 

tal BY Tares, no Creatures of the Devil, admitted 

al Li into Heaven; but all ſuch ſhall be ſhut out; 

e all and not only ſo, but be caſt alſo into that 

r, LifWFurnace of Fire, where is wailing and gnaſh- 

rſatiq ing of Teeth for ever and eyer, LORD, 
* 
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F ORD, this is a ſerious Conſideration: 
_ Muſt I be judg d? And ſhall nothing 
© unholy enter into thy Kingdom? What 
then will become of me, a miſerable Sinner 
O Lord, waſtmethronghly from my Wick 
© edneſs, and cleanſe me from my Sin 
© Grant that the conſtant ſenſe of this Judg WM 
ment may cauſe me to Work out my Sal 
© vation with fear and trembling : And te 
© that end, do thou, I beſeech thee, work ir 
me to will and to do of thy good Pleaſure 
© make me careful of all my Actions, and 
© every way ſuch as thou wouldeſt have 
* me to be. Lord, I promiſe thee the ſin 


* cere Obedience of my whole Man; but yet fy 
* after all, it will be imperfect: Do not. 
* thou therefore enter into ſtrict Judgmen t ti 
* with thy Servant; be not extream to; F 
mark what is done amiſs. All my Hopeliſ., 
| * and Truſt is in thy Mercy only; and by it E 
| that Mercy, I beſeech thee, condemn mejſ} 1, 


© not with the wicked World ; but grant; 
that being abſolved, I may, among thef 
* Righteous, ſhine forth as the Sun in the 
* Kingdom of my Father. . 
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Setting forth of TTT HE. deal 


Nev am I ſetting forth God's Portion Mlind 
and, as it were, offering to Him the 
Firſt Fruits of my Encreaſe; And truly 

5 *twould 
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2 would be an ungrateful thing in me to de- 
02 Him a Tenth Part, from whom J receive 


V ha l 
1ner 
ick 

Sin 


ze Whole. But why do l talk of denying 
him ? It is in truth Robbing him to with- 
od but the leaſt part of this, which the Pi- 
y of our Anceſtors hath dedicated to him. 


udg Lis! 'tis what I never had a Right to-: 
by nd when I fet forth the Tythe, Igive him 
oy at which was never mine. I never bought 


in any Purchace, nor do l pay for it in my 


ſure nt. What then? Shall our Anceſtors 
Now groſs the whole Reward of this Piety ? 
2 >; I am reſolved to partake with them; 


r what they piouſly gave, I will religt- 

fly pay; And I do in my Heart ſo far ap- 

ove of what they have done, that were it 
t to my ſelf, to ſet apart what Portion 1 

7 ſelf ſhould think fit for the Mainte- 

nce of God's Miniſters, I would take care 

it He, by whom. I receive Spiritual Things, 

duld want nothing of my Temporal. 


S O thou therefore, O my God, accept 
of this Tribute, which I owe thee 
dr all thy Mercies. It is, I confeſs, thine 
7n ; but do thou accept of me in ren- 
ing thee thine own: for thou, who 
harcheth the Hearts, knoweſt that I do it 
zearfully, freely, and willingly. - And I 
[eſeech thee to keep me in this Frame of 
ion Wind, that I may never covet any Man's. 
the oods, much leſs that which is thine. Set 
ruly Watch, OLord, over mine Eyes and Hands; 
ould 3 © let 
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ant, 
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llet them never be defiled with Rapine and ve | 
©Sacrilege, that ſo the dreadful Curſ * 
yhich followeth the Thief, may never en. 5 

© ter into my Houſe to conſume it. And fur. 

| *ther, I pray thee, that of thy Mercy tho“ 
© may'ſt fo bleſs the Labour of my Hands A 
_ *that T may have a large Portion yearh y 
4 dedicated to thy Service; and that in ex ms 
23 change for theſe things Temporal, I ma oy 
*receive the Things which are Spiritual aui 
Eternal. | | 


THRESHING. © 


TN the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou e 
Bread, was part of that Sentence whid 
God denounced againſt Man, for his eatin 
=_ the Forbidden Fruit: And had hot thi 
= Sentence taken effect, I had been eaſed d 
2 this Labour. Yet I cannot but acknowledg 

| both the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 1 
this Puniſhment, as well as his Juſtice : Fe 
as it was not fit that ſuch a ſhameful Diſc 
bedience ſhould go unpuniſh'd; ſo it-ws 
utterly 2 — that any Puniſhment coul 
be better ſuited to the Offenders, or carry i 
it greater ſigns of Mercy; nay, this Puniln 
ment it ſelf is a Mercy to vs: For, conſid 
ring the Corruption which Sin hath brough 
upon our Nature, were it not neceſſary tha 
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ve ſhould ſpend the greateſt part of our _ 
strength and Time in providing forour 
dubſiſtence, we ſhould ſpend them in doing 
iſchief. Alas! we can ſcarce have one 


a pare Minute lying upon our Hands, but we 
ndre preſently employing it vainly or wick 
* dly : What then would Men have been, 


ould they have had Plenty of all things, 
and nothing in the World to do? Surely 
his Earth would have been an Hell, 


FJ My God, how can I do otherwiſe ' 
2 than adore thy Goodneſs and Mercy, 
even whilſt I ſuffer by thy Juſtice ! How 
* gracious art thou in puniſhing Man for his 
* Sin, when thy Puniſhment is deſign'd as 
© a Means to keep him from greater Evil ! 
* Thou haft laid upon him a Neceſſity of be- 
ing employ'd innocently, left he ſhould 
* employ himſelf wickedly. And as I adore 
* this thy Goodneſs to Mankind 1n general, 
*ſo I do alſo as to my own particular, | 
Ji © doubt not but thou ſaweſt that this labori- 
© ous ſtate of Life was fitteſt for me, or thou 
© wouldſt not have called me to it. O give 
© me Grace to berrelign'd to thy good Plea- | 
© ſure, and to behave my ſelf with that Hu- 
© milicy and Contentedneſs, that after the 
© Work of this Life is done, I may reſt with - 
< thee. for ever and ever. — 
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HEN John the Baptiſt came to pre. b 

pare the Way of Chriſt, he ſaid of tb 
bim, That his Fan was in his Hand, and hel © 
would throughly purge his Floor, and ga- 
ther his Wheat into the Garner ; but he 
would burn up the Chaff with unquenchable 
Fire : Which certainly muſt mean, That 
Chriſt would ſeparate: the Wicked from a- 
mong the Righteous, as Men by Winnow- 
ing ſeparate Chaff from Wheat. And this 
Chriſt hath often done by the means of Per. 
ſecutions, when the Hypocrites fly out of 
the Church, as Chaff out of the Floor; and 
only the faithful Servants of God maintain 
their Ground by Suffering. But yet he will 
do it more effectually at the Day of Judg- 
ment, when only the Righteous ſhall be re- 
ceived into Heaven, as good Wheat is into 
the Garner; and all the Wicked fhall be 
blown away with the Breath of his Mouth, 


into the Eternal Flames of Hell. 


SAT... my God, give m&A firm and ſteady 

« Faith, ſuch as no Storms of Temp- 
(tation may be able to move. Lead me not, 
I pray thee, into Temptation; but if thou 
© doſt, enable me to withſtand it. Rather 


than deny thee, let me chuſe even Deati 
| | with 
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* with Torments. Make me ready to ſuffer 
© any thing for thy ſake, and give me ſuch. 
* an invincible Patience under my Sufferings, - 
that my Faith may be found in the day ot 
the Lord laudable, glorious, and honoura- 
© ble. Let nothing make me ſwerve from 

© the Truth and Way of thy Commandments, 
much leſs let me be carried away with eve- 
* ry Wind of Doctrine. Let me ever re- 
main within thy Church Militant here, that 
* at laſt I may be made a Member of thy 
© Church Triumphant hereafter. O fit and 

? me for: that dreadful Day of Try 


© al, wherein all the ungodly ſhall - be as 


* Chaff, which the Wind ſcattereth aways 
from the face of the Earth: Make me able 


© to ſtand in the judgment, and let me be 1 


ſaved in the Congregation of the Righte- 
© ous. ol 1500703 r mes 
' Going to Market. 


f 1 + $7 SO 3.8 i. #1 +3 Bk 

To W am I going amidſt a World of 
'% Temptations. Lam going to Buy and 
Sellzan hazardoug Employment, and in which 
it is hard or Map to maintain his Inno- 
cence. It is à true Saying that of the Son of 
Sirach, As a Nail ſticketh. faſt between the Join- 
mgs of the Stones; ſo doth Sin ſtick cloſe betwi xt 
Buying and Selling. When | buy. I am apt 
to depreciate and villifie my Neighbour's 

C Goods; 
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SOoods; and when 1 ſell, I am apt to com- 
mend and extol my own; both, God knows, 
very -often againſt my own Conſcience. 
Thus for a ſmall matter, is a Man often be- 
trayed into great Sins; and this is call'd 
= Shrewdneſs: But whatever it be, I am ſure 
=_ it is not true Wiſdom, nor will any Man be 

W the better for it at the laſt: For let aBargain 
{| be never ſo good upon all other accounts, 
| yet it is abundantly too hard if it coſt a 
Man his Innocence, 


em going, O Lord, where ſhall be 
I | affaulted by one ofthemoſt powerful 
Lot my ſpiritual Enemies; do thou fight in 
mame, and for me, or I muſt needs be over- 

= © come. Convince me of the Vanity of all 
© Things here below, and that no Gain can 
counter vail the Loſs ofa good Conſcience. 
Let me conſider that the whole World 
© can profit me nothing, ifI ſhauld loſe my 
< own Soul, Set a Watch, O Lord, over 
© my Mouth, that I offend not in my 
© Tongue. Let me do unto all Men, as 1 
© would they ſhould dounto me. Make me 
© true and juſt in all my Dealings; O let 
© me keep Innocency, and do the thing that 
. * is right, ſince that only wall bring me Peace 

1 Fürthen. | 


E 
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XI. 
Folding of Sheep. 


OW ſhould one of theſe poor Crea: 
. N- tures leap out, and ſtray from its Fold, 
it would perhaps meet a Thief to cut its 
Throat, ora malicious Neighbour to drive it 
to the Pound. To be ſure it would find no 
one to take the care of it that I do- HO 
much leſs is the hazard of thoſe People who 
run away from their own Church, and leave 
their own Paſtor ? How many of them are 
deceived by Wolves in oye Hm and 
led into very dangerous Errors? Whilſt 
they ſtraggle into By- paths, how many Miſ- 
chiefs do they fall into before they are a- 
ware? There are a great many Pit-falls and 
Snares in their way, and an abundance of 
crafty Men that lie in wait to deceive. True 
indeed, thoſe do not run ſuch great hazards, 
1 which follow others that are true Shepherds, 
: ſuch as are lawfully call'd to their Charge, 
) let and came in by the Door: But yet is it not 
that © Folly to leave him who hath taken parti- 
eace car Charge of my Soul, and muſt give God 
an account for it, and run after another who 
is not ſo obliged to take care of me; and per- 
haps will take none? Men may talk what 
they pleaſe of greater Edification ; but ſhould 
X 111, one of my Sheep run away from me, and ſtill 
thruſt it ſelf under another Shepherd, ſhould 
not hope to ſee. it thrive very faſt. Pre- 
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Reſerve me, O my God, in the Com- 
=_ 6 munion of thy Church: Soffer me not 
_ *ro wander in the By-paths of Schiſm or 
_ - © Hereſie., Take from me all Vanity and 
= © Lightneſs of Spirit, and let me have no- 
ttming todo with thoſe that are given to 
change. Give me a ſound Judgment and 
© right Underſtanding in all things, and let 
me keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
© of Peace. Make me of a meek ahd humble 
' * Mind ; let me know the Voice of my true 
. Shepherd, and always follow it. And do 
30 thou, O Bleſled Jeſus, thou great Shepherd 
af the She 9 keep me; and keep alſo mj 
Shepherd, for He alſo is a Sheep of thine 
= Py him faithfully follow thy Voice, and 
his, till we both arrive ateverlaſting Hap- 
* pinefs. Have Mercy alſo, I pray thee, up 
© on the diſtracted State of Chriſtendom 
Unite all our Breaches, and heal our Divi 
4 ſions, and grant that we may all be one 
- Sheepfold under thee our one Shepherd. 


11 


ce 
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0 w 4s: al theſe Creatures do thei 

Duties in their ſeveral kinds! "The 
Horſes are ready either to draw my Ploug! 
and Cart, or to carry me and my Burthens; 
the Cows twice a Day return home with 
their Udders laden with Milk, and the Shee] 


viel 
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yield me both Food and Raiment. Theſe 
— all made for the Service of Man, and 
perform it accordingly : But yet Man, who 
was made for the Service of God, turns Re- 
bel and Diſobedient. Methinks thete very 
a to Beaſts upbraid us with Baſeneſs and Ingrati- 
andi tude: For, do they ſerve us, who do them 
| let but very little good? Are not we then vile 
ond unthankful Wretches, who refuſe” to ſerve 
nbleſ that God, to whom we owe all that we are 
or have? That God who Created us, Re- - 
deemed us, and doth always more abuggant- - 
ly'for us than we can ask or think. 


f I: 0"! y God, Iwill love thee, I wilt obey - 
2 thee. Have 1 all theſe good Things 


from thee; nay, havel my own Being from 
'©thee; and ſhall not 1 ſerve 'thee ? Do theſe 


—_ Y = l a 1 A = U ca. = 


ml * ſetſeteſs Creatures obey thee for my good. 
IiviY and ſhall not I obey thee when it is for my 
one © own? O create in me a thankful Heart; 


make me truly ſenſible of my great Obliga- | 
© tions to thee, and let me expreſs m 
© Thankfoliieſs to thee, in an entire Obedi- 
ence to thy Will. Let me reſign my ſelf u 
< © wholly to thy diſpoſal, and ſerve thee wit 

* all the Powers of my Body and Soul. Let - 

me do thy - as perfectly, as theſe thy 
© Creatures do it on Earth, yea 8 * / 
Angels doit in Heaven. 
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WIe That do theſe poar, Creatures 
IV make to me, as ſoon as lappear among 
them with their Food? I need not call them 
twice, and if I ſtay a little longer than uſu- 
ally, they by lowing and bleating call upon 
me. O that we Men were but as ſenſible of 
the neceſſities of qur Souls, as theſe Creatures 
are of the Wants of, their Bodies! How ea- 
gerly then ſhould we embrace all means of 
Gtace which God hath afforded us! How 
diligent ſhould we be in reading the Scri- 
ptures? Ho conftant at Prayers and Sacra- 
ments? How attentive to the Word Preach'd? 
But, alas, inſtead of that, how do we neg- .. ; 
Je& the Werd of Life, either not Reading] 
or Hearing at all, or at beſt with careleſi 
and indifferency; the publick Worſhip we 
either cauſeleſly abſent from, or coldly at- 
tend to; We turn our; backs, upon the Sa- 
crament; and ſhamefully reject the Bread of 
Lite when offer'd to vs. Thus under plen- 
ty of Spiritval Nopriſhment, we cbuſe to 
ſtar ve; and ſo our Carcaſes be but provided 
for, little do we care what becomes of our 
poor Souls. VSH al 2h 2“ ö 
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AVE Mercy therefore upon us, O 
Lord, and give us a juſt ſenſe of our 
. * Spiritual 
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Spiritual Wants and Neceſſities. Wenn 
us from the things of this World, and fix 
our Affections on things above. Let our 
— * „Hopes and Deſires be ſet upon Heaven 
0 and Heayenly things, that ſo we may be as 
res, e to preſerve our Spiritual Life as 
ol theſe Creatures are their rural As the 
Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, ſo 
© may our Souls pant after thee our God. 
© Give us, O Lord, that bleſſed Hunger and 
* Thirſt 27 er Righteouſneſs, to which alone 
0 * thop. ba promiſed entire Satisfaction; and 
19250 us to ſeek after that living Bread 
q * which came down from Heaven, that 10 
* we may eat A 1 it n for ever. 
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ef. in p Corn or Cattle.” wy 


HIS is a great Loſs: : but yet. 11 muſt 
d that it is but a juſt Puniſh- 


ment of my Sins; nay, Very moch leſs ona 
my Sins deſerve ;; did not ON] in Jodgm 
remember Mercy, he. might have deſtiny 2 
all. my Subſtanck, Jea, fs my ſelf too, both 
Body and Soul in Hell. O the malignant 
Nature of Sin! It taints the very Air we 
breath in; it blaſts our Crops, and brings 
Diſeaſes upon dur Cattle: Sometimes it 
raiſes Floods, and drowns the Fruits of our 
Land: Sometimes it makes the Heavens as 
Aras Braſs, and hardens the Earth as Iron. 
In 
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In ſhort, it putteth the whole Frame of Na- 
ture out of courſe. And who can we blame 
for this, but our ſelves ? As for God, He doth 
not willingly affli us; and when He doth 
it, He doth it as a Father, for our own good, 
If ive did not ſmart under his Rod ſometimes, 
we ſhould be- utterly undone; we mould 
be apt to go on in our Sins, without any re- 
morſe, and ſo periſh for ever. ft 


FA Lord, I acknowledge - thine Hand, 
ot and confeſs thy Juſtice in this Pu. 
© nithment ; give me Grace to bear it pa. 
©tiently, and to amend thoſe” Faults which 
© have drawn it on me. O Lord, lanrfſor- 
©ry for my Sins; and promiſe thee a better 
© Obedience for the time to come. Do thoy 
© therefore, I beſeech thee, withdraw thine 
© affliting Hand from me; ſay to the De- _- 
© ftroyer, It is enough; for through thy a E. 
ſiſting Grace, it ſhall be enough for my 
© Reformation. But if thou ſeeſt it yet ne- 
© cellaty Lo me to be.more ſeverely dealt 
wich, I humbly lay my ſelf, and all I have, 
© at thy Feet; een take all, ſtrip me as na- 
©ked as ever F was born; do what thou wilt 
< with me in this World; only; I befeectM . 
© thee, by thine own Mercies, and the Blood c:1; 
- © of my deareſt. Saviour, fave my Soub in c ;- 
the next. „ ER 
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No W doth my Landlord expect his 
Rent, and I have accordingly provi- 
ded it for him: It is one of my greateſt Cares 
to keep my Accompts even with him: 
Would I were as careful about my Ac- 
compts with God, which are of a 
much greater Concern : For God's Te- 
nant I am in an extraordinary Manner ; of 
him I hold my very Being, all that I am, and 
all that I enjoy; and ſurely he expects that 
I ſhould make him ſome Returns. There is 
a Rent due to him too, even the Improye- 
ment of all the Talents he hath put into my 
hands; and ſurely I ought to take care to 
pay it; eſpecially ſince he doth not, like my 
Earthly* Exfidlord, require it for his on 
ſake/but for mine: For though his be the 
Glory, yet mine is the Benefit,” "The Re- 
turns! make to him, make me never the 
poorer, and yet will for ever encreaſe my 
Reward, © 8 Nie 
* Gracious God, thon haſt ſent me 
into this World, and entruſted" me 
with many Talents to improve to thy Glo- 
© ry: O let me not be a ſlothful Servant; 
but do thou ſo quicken my Induſtry, that 
©1 may make thee ſuch Returns as thou re- 
* quireſt of me. Let me not be careful only 
* how to diſcharge my Obligations 1 
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* Earthly Landlord, (though for that alſooote 
let me be duly careful, and do thou, I pray 
© thee, bleſs me in my Care) but let my-main 


Endeavour be to acquit my ſelf to thee 
my God; that when I ſhall appear befor: 


iv 
© thee at the great Day of Account, I ma Ty 
© receive that bleſſed Sentence, Well done, goo, 


© and faithful. Servant, enter thou into the J. 
: of thy Lord. Grant this, O bleſſed God 


for Chriſt Jeſus ſake. anc 
| ady 
XVIII. . O1 

tha 


| PLANTING. 

TT Plant this Tree here, in hopes that e 
long it may prove à good one: But 1 
it ſhould prove otherwiſe. I ſhould repent « 
the Pains I beſtow on it; I ſhould think 
unworthy the Ground it ſtands: on; ne 
would I ſuffer it to ſtand long: Now, car 
I' pronounce theſe things concerning . this 
Tree? What then do I think God pro- 
nounced concerning me, when he made mei 
Surely he deſign'd I ſnould anſwer the End 


my Nei nabour, and my He gave me 
not my Being, nor did he endow my Soul 
and Body with ſuch excellent Powers, as he 
hath, for me to de no good in the World, 
much leſs for me to do Miſchief. What 
then can I expect from him, if I fail of theſe 
Ends, but the ſame Meaſure 1 threaten 5 


The Hus baudl mam s- Manual. 35 
ree with, if it prove fruitleſs, een to be 
Iſo ooted out, and utterly deftroy'd ? 


Glorious God, who haſt of thy meer 

AZ Goodneſs made me out of Nothing, 
give me Grace to glorifie thee in my Life 
and Actions: Since I am thy Creature, let 
me anſwer the End of my Creation, in 
living as becomes thy Creature. Let me 
ſerve thee with all the Powers of my Soul 
and Body, and every way that I am able 
advance thy Glory, and do thee Service. 
O let me never give thee cauſe to repent. 
that thou haſt made me, and to deſtroy 
me as thou didſt the Old World; but let 
me always ſo behave my ſelf, that thou 
may'ſt delight in me, and do me good, 
lince.l am the Work of thine own Hands, 


XIX. 
GRAFFING. 


S a wonderful thing to ſee, how by 
this means the Nature of a Tree is 
lter'd ! A Crab brings forth a good Apple; 
wild ſour Cherry, bears a kind and ſweet 
dne: And, in ſhort, all Trees, however 
ough and -unpleaſant in themſelves, are 
made to bear mild and pleaſant Fruit. Such 
xs this Stock was before it was graffed on, 
uch is the beft of Mankind in his corrupt 
ſe natural ſtate, Alas! were we left to our 

VVV 
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ſelves, we ſhould do no manner of thing that 
is good; all our Works would be wild and 
unpleaſant in the ſight of God. But when 
a Man'is by the Baptiſm of Repentance graf- 
fed into the Body of Chriſt's Church, he be- 
comes a new Creature, and lives by the In- 
fluence of another Spirit. Tis true indeed. 
there are too many, who, though engraffed 
into the Church, live no better, nay, worſe 
than many Heathens: But thefe are dead 
Cyons, ſuch as the Sap and Spirit ofthe Tree 
cannot enter; and therefore they ſhall be 
cut off again, and caſt into the Fire. 


5 Bleſſed Lord, who haſt been pleaſed 
0 in Mercy to engraff me into the Bo- 
dy of thy Holy Church, grant that I may 
© be alſo a living Member thereof. Rege- 
© nerate me by d che Grace of thy Holy Spi- 
. ® rit, that | may walk worthy of the Voca- 
* tion wherewith I am call'd. Grant that 
| © all carnal Affections may die in me; and 
call things belonging to the Spirit, may 
© live and grow in me. Let me not be; 
© fruitleſs Branch in the Vine of thy Church, 
© and ſo be cut off from it; but let me beat 
© Fruit, and abide in it for ever. 
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lat 

nd 

en XX. | 

* PRUNING. 

In- "ao | 
ed, O W apt aretheſe Trees to put forth 
Fed fruitleſs Branches, which, if I did not 


rſe cut them off, would draw all the Strength 
ead I and Sap to themſelves, inſomuch that I ſhould: 
reef have no Fruit worth the gathering, I ſee 
bein theſe the Reſemblance of my own cor- 
rupt Nature, which is too apt to indulge its 
own fooliſh and extravagant Luſts, and to 
ſpend, all my Time and Strength in Folly 
Jand Vanity, neglecting the mean while the 
Duties of Religion, thoſe Fruits which alone 
are worthy of a Man, and a Chriſtian, and 
i. {which alone will turn to any account. I 
Inuſt therefore be as watchful over my ſelf, 
as over my Orchard; I muſt diligently ob- 
ſerve my own vicious Inclinations; and 
whenſoever any one ſtarts forth, I muſt 
aut it off: I muſt mortifie my Luſts, and 
learn to deny my ſelf, if 1 intend to live as 
oecomes me, and to bring forth Fruits wor. 

hy of my Profeſſion. | 


- . 
_ r 


Lord, I ſee and bewail the Corrup- 
tion of my own Nature, my Aver- 
ſon to Good, and Inclination to Evil: 
XM Odo chou mortifie my Luſts, and quick- 
| en thoſe Seeds of Good which thy Holy 
Spirit hath planted in me. Prevent me 

D 


* always 
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always with thy Grace, that I may never || to 
*< indulge my ſelf in Folly and Vanity, but I hi: 
© ſeekto do thoſe things only which may ren- Bu 
der me acceptable in thy ſight. Give me Nit 
that excellent Grace of Self- denial, that fo 
I may never give way to my fooliſh Paſ- 
ſions and unreaſonable Deſires. Let no- 
thing proceed from me but what becomes 
* a Man and a Chriſtian, and make me fruit- 


ful in all good Works. 
XXI. 
| COCK-CROWING: 


i 


%, TO W hath this Bird awaked me out of 
; my REP; as it were to tell me, That 
the Night is far ſpent, and the Day is at 
hand: That it is e en time for me to ariſe, 
and betake my ſelf to my Work. But yet 
this is not the only Sleep I ought to awake 
from: There is a more dangerous Sleep 
of Sin and Ignorance, from which alſo 1 
ought to awake: Nor yet is my worldly 
Buſineſs the main Concern I have in hand; 
no, the Buſineſs of my Soul is the main 
Concern of my Life; and unleſs I be vigi- 
lant and induſtrious in that, all my Induſtry 
in worldly Matters will be of ſo little Ad- 
vantage to me, that I ſhall be undone for e- 
ver. Had the Cock-crowing rouzed St. 
Peter ſo far only as to bethink himſelf of 

his Fiſhing-Trade, That it was not for him 
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rer to loiter about Courts, but to go and earn 
dut bis Livelihood'; What had become of him? 
en- But becauſe it rouzed him to Repentance, 
me Þ it ſaved his Soul. 


{0 
aſ- © FA Bleſſed Jeſus, who by the Crowing 
0-5 of a Cock, didſt recal thy Servant Pe- 


nes ter, when fallen from thee, and cauſe him 
it- to bewail his denying thee, with Penitent 

* Tears ; ſuffer me not, I beſeech thee, to lie 
ſecure under the guilt of any one Sin; for 
©want of a fairhful Monitor: But whenſo- 
ever I fall from my Duty, let every thing 

© be to me, what that Cock-crowing was to T 
Peter, a Warning to me of my Sin and of | 

* my Danger. And do thou, O Lord, turn 
"and look upon me; give me Grace to take 
ſuch notice of that Warning, as thereon 
to repent immediately as Peter did; and 
et my Repentance be accepted of, as his 


% 


© was; for thy Mercies ſake. 
XXIL 
Going forth to Mork. 


W is the Day come on; the Sun 
peeps over the tops of the Hills, and 
preads Light over the Face of the Earth; 
the Shades of the Night are vaniſh'd, and the 
Beaſts of Prey have laid themſelves down 
in their Dens. Man goeth forth to his 
Work and to his Labour *till the Evening. 

D 2 As 
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As the Earth was covered with Darkneſs 
before the Sun's appearing, ſo was all the 
Heathen World with the diſmal Night of 
Ignorance, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs a. 
roſe, and by the glorious Light of the Goſ- 
p*l , diſperſed that Darkneſs and Shadow of 
Death: And what becomes Man now? but 
to go forth to his Labour, I mean the Work 
of Religion and the Service of God ? Whilſt 
we have the Light, *tis fir we ſhould walk 
in it; have no fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
ful Works of Darkneſs, but live as becomes 


the Children of Light. 
75 Gracious God, who haſt of thine in- 
8 finite Mercy given Light to us, who 


© fate in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death, 
grant me Grace to live in a manner an- 
4 ſwerable to the great Advantages I enjoy. 
Let me not miſpend this precious time 
© thou haſt given me, wherein to prepare 
© for Eternity, and to that end teach me, | 
© pray thee, to glorifie thee in the Work of 
my Hands. Let every thing I do for the 
© Maintenance of this frail Lite, put me in 
Mind of providing for a better: Whilfl 
mine Eyes look down to this Earth, let 


© my Soul look up to thee, my God, in Hea-E 


© yen: Whilſt I labour for this Meat that 
« periſheth, let me gain that which endureth 
© to eternal Life; and whilſt I work in the 
© Buſineſs of my Calling, let me work out 
© my own Salvation. 

; | XXIII 
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XXIII. 
BE ES. 


8 3 
HEY ſay, That every Hive is a Pat- 
tern of a well- governed Common- 
wealth: That there is the Queen, the No- 
bles, and the Commonalty, acting all in their 
ſeveral Places, and the meaneſt doing their 
Duty with as much chearfulneſs as the great- - 
elt : There are no Murmurers nor Com- 
plainers amongſt. them; no Schiſmaticks 
nor Separatiſts ; but all unite their Powers 
for the promoting one Common Intereſt- 
And truly this is the ready way to proſper _ 
and flouriſh, Would to God we Men were 
but as wiſe either in Church or State. 
Whether our Governours do their Duty or 
not, is not mine to judge: This is but too 
manifeſt, that we subjects do not ours; far 
we are every one of us driving on ſeparate In 
tereſts, as if we were not of one and the ſame 
Nation; and we divide in Matters of Reli- 
gion, as if we were not Members of one 
and the ſame Church; as if e had not 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 


- God to ſerve, and ons Hope of Salva- 


tion. 


D * 
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"WM God, have Mercy upon. this poor di- 
x ſtrated Church and Nation; heal 
© our Breaches, and unite our Diviſions; 
© make us all of one Heart and of one Soul: 
© Bleſs our Governours, that they may in- 
* tend nothing but thy Glory, and thy Peo- 
© ples Good: And make us that are Sub. 
© jefts, humble, obedient, and induſtrious in 
© our ſeveral Callings, that each of ns may, 
in his Place, endeavour to promote Righ- 
"© teouſneſs and Peace, and to excel each other 
© in Charity and doing good, that ſo we may 
all drive on One Common Intereſt, via. 
© the Welfare of the Nation, the Proſperity 


* of the Church, and the Salvation of all out 


* Souls through Jeſus Chriſt, 
XXIV. 
ANTS. 


E bs E Ant is a very wiſe Creature, if we 
may believe the wiſeſt of Men, who 
accordingly bids us go to her, and conſider 
her ways, and be wiſe. Truly the Fore- 
ſight of this little Creature is very admirable 
and it may be profitable as well as pleaſant 
to obſerve how carefully it lays up in 2 
time of Plenty, and provideth againſt an E- 
vil Day: For, cannot I hence learn ſo much 
Wiſdom, as (now that I am in health and 
ſtrength, and beſt able to improve thoſe 
means of Grace which. are afforded me) L 
« 1a} 


\ 8 
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lay up in ſtore, and provide againſt the time i 
of Age and Sickneſs, and the hour of Death? 
Alas! all the Comfort I ſhall be then capa- 
ble of muſt ariſe from Reflections on a well- 
ſpent Life, and the hopes of a bleſſed Eter- 
nity. Ah! thoſe are ſtupid Fools, who 
ſpend the Summer of their. Life in Sin and 
Vanity; ſo that when the Winter of old 
Age comes, and they begin to droop and 
die, have no ſtock of Good Works laid up 
before hand, and no proviſion made for a 
Death bed. 


C Gracious God; thou haſt ſent me to 
0 theſe little Creatures to learn Wiſ- 
© dom; grant that I may learn fo much as 
s © to be wiſe unto Salvation. Teach me to 
© look forward to the End of my Days, and 

© to conſider that Health and Strength are 
things but of ſhort continuance: That the 
Summer of my Life will be quickly over, 

* well © and that it concerns me to provide againſt 
who © the time of Sickneſs and Death. Let me 
therefore now remember thee, my Crea- 
© tor, in the Days of my Youth, and trea- 
© ſure up thy Favour while the evil Days 
come not, nor the Years draw nigh, when 
© I ſhall fay, I have no pleaſure in them. O 
© let me make ſo good uſe of my preſent 
Time and Advantages, that when nothing 
can afford me any Comfort from without, 
© I may have within me the continual _ 
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' of a good Conſcience ; and that when my 
Fleſh and my Heart faileth, Thou, O God, 
may ſt be the Strength of my Heart, and my 
- Portion for ever. 


XXV, | 


The Singing of Birds. 


O W delightful do theſe pretty Crea- 
tures make the Fields! How do they 
{weeten dur Labour, and their own Lives 
For they, no doubt, take pleaſure in their 
own Muſick ; and their Pleaſure is pure and 


unmix'd with Care, though they know. not 


where to find their next Meal: And good 
reaſon why; for they have God Himſelf to 
feed them. But have not I the ſame God 
to provide for me, that they have? What 
then do I mean, to be fo often thoughtful 
and anxious as 1 am ? Surely God hath as 


much care for me, as for theſe Birds; yea, 


he hath abundantly more; for he hath done 
infinitely more for me; and I have his ex- 
preſs Promiſe, That, if 1 will but ſerve him, 
he will provide for me. Away then all 
doubting and anxious Thoughts: I will 
henceforward caſt all my Care upon God: ſo 
to do, is, J am ſure, my Duty; and by theſe 
Creatures 1 ſee, *twould be alſo my Hap- 
pineſs. 


0 
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- Gracious God, of thee I am, and 
: on thee I depend: My Being and 
*my Well-being, is the effect of thy meer 
* Goodneſs : O teach me duly to relie upon 
that Goodneſs; baniſh from me all Anxiety 
and Thoughtfulneſs about the Things of 
this Life, Thou haſt given me my Body, 
and ſhall not I truſt thee for Raiment ? 
* Thou haſt given me my Life, and ſhall 
not I relie upon thee for Food? Thou haſt 
* done the greater things for me, and ſurely 
© thou wilt not deny me the leſſer. I know 
indeed, that by my neglect of thy Kingdom, 
© and of thy Righteouſneſs, I have forfeit- 
* ed my Right to thy Promiſe of providing 
© for me; but I ſolemnly vow to thee a 
© ſtricter and better Obedience for the time 
© to come : O give me Grace to fulfil my 
© Vow, and then I know thou wilt not let 
© me want any thing that is for my Good. 


XXVI. 
Going Home from Work. 


OW have done my Day's Work, and 

am going home with ſatisfaction: 
How much better is this, than a Day ſpent 
in Revelling and Drunkenneſs ! I have now 
a conhdent Aſſurance of God's Fayour, and 
approving what | have done; I can now lay 
my ſelf down in Peace, and without fear of 
any Evil. How much Joy doth their now 
ſpring 
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ſpring up within my Breaſt, from the Me- 


ditations and Prayers, which I, every now 


and then, give my ſelf up to, in the midſt of 


my Work ! My Heart is enlarged, and my 
Spirit refreſh'd. Did Men but know the 
pleaſure of a well-ſpent Day, they would 
never ſpend one amiſs. Let others delight 
themſelves in Ribaldry, lewd Talk, and 
fooliſh Jeſting; I ſhall not envy them their 
mad Lavghter : For my own part, I have 
more ſatisfaction now from one pi- 


ous Thought, than I could have had from 
a thouſand ſuch Follies, 


8 My Gracious and Merciful God, 
8 give me Grace. I pray thee, to ſpend 
every Day of my Life to as good pur- 
poſe as I have, through thy Aſſiſtance, 
© done this. O let me never do any thing 
that may diſhonour thee, or wound my 
* own Soul; that ſo when my Days draw 
to an end, and my Life is ſpent, I may 


© have as much ſatisfaction in looking back 


* upon the whole courſe of it, as I now have 
from this one Day; and that when I 
* come to die, I may reſign my Soul into 
* thy hands, with an aſſured hope of eter- 
© nal Life. Let me, I beſeech thee, go to 
* my Grave, as I do now to my Home, in 
© Peace, and grant that after my Body hath 


© flept 


A 


fle 
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©flept its appointed time, it may be raiſed 


© to a glorious Immortality; ; let me with 


Joy meet my Bleſſed Saviour at his Com- 
ing; and do thou come, Lord Jeſus, come 


quickly. Amen 
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N Account of the Societies for Reformati- 
on of Manners in England and Ireland. &c. 
The Fifth Edition. | 

An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformati- 
on of Manners in England and Ireland, and other 
Parts of Europe and America. &c. The Thirteenth 
Edition. 

A Letter ro a Lady concerning the New Play. 
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A Repreſentation of the Impiery of the Engliſh 
Stage. Pr. 3 d. 

The Young Man's Monitor: Shewing the great 
Happineſs of Early Piety: And the Dreadful 
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Joſiah Woodward, D. D. Miniſter of popler. Price 
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A Diſcourſe concerning Sins of Infirmiry, and 
Wilful Sins: With another of Reſtitution: 
By the Right Reverend Richard late Lord Biſhop 
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An Abrid gment of the Hiftory of the Bible. 

The Chriſtians Way to Heaven: Or what 
he 'muſt do to be Saved. A Diſſwaſive from 
Gaming. A Rebuke to the Sin of Uncleanneſs. 
Price 1d each- 

N3.odemus, or a Treatiſe concerning the Fear 
of Man. By Auguſtus Hermannus Franck. Price 15. 

A Conference between Two Men that had 
Doubts about Infants Baptiſm. By Miliam Wal, 
Vicar of Shoreham in Kent. Price 4 d. or 255, 
per Hundred. | 

The Baſeneſs and Perniciouſneſs of the Sin 
of Slandering and Back- biting. Price 2 d. The 
Caſe of Reſtitution briefly ſtared, and the Ne- 
ceflity - it ſhewn in the Buſineſs of Repentance, 
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4 Morning Prayer for a Family: ö 


1 Holy, Great and Glorious Lord God! 
Look graciouſly down, we beſeech 
thee, upon us thy unwortby Servants, who 
deſire to offer up unto thee, our Morning 
Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for all 
thy Goodneſs towards us. Thou mad'ſt us 
when we were nothing, Thou Redeemedſt 
us when we were worſe than nothing; and 
notwithſtanding our repeated provocations 
againſt thee, doſt ſtill continue thy Favour 
to us, and thy Mercies are renewed every 
Morning. We confeſs, O Lord, that we 
are unworthy of the leaſt of them; for we 
have ſinned againſt thee borh in Though 
Word, and Deed. But we know and fee 
that thy Compaſſions fail not. O let us no 
longer deſpiſe the Riches of thy Goodneſs, 
Forbearance, and Long Suffering, but grant 
that tney may now at length led ns to Re- 
pentance. Give us Grace to lead all the 
remainder of our Lives in thy Fear; and 
particularly this Day let us walk worthy of 
thee unto all well pleaſing, and be fruitful 
in every good Work. To that end, we 
beſeech thee to continue thy good Provi- 
dence over us, keep us from all Evil, from 
that of Sin eſpecially, and ſuffer no Tem- 
ptation either of the Devil, the World, or 
the Fleſh, to ſeduge us from our Duty to 
| ; Thee, 


— > 
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= Thee, our Selves, or our Neighbour. And 
as an lnſtance of our Duty to our Neigh- 
bour, accept, we beſeech thee, our Prayers 
for all Mankind. Enlighten thoſe with thy 
Truth, which yer ſit in Darkneſs and the 
ſhadow of Death. Bleſs the Univerſal 
Church with Purity and Peace, that part of 
it eſpecially which thou haſt Flantedc in theſe 
Nations. And in Mercy thereto, Bleſs the. 
Queen, and all our overnours both in 
Church and State. Bleſs alſo all the Peo- 
le of this Land, particularly our Neigh- 
1 Friends, and Relations and all ſuch 
as deſire our Prayers. Apply thy ſelf ſut- fu 


tably to every one's Neceſſities, and grant W 
that we may all of us ſo behave our ſelves Ir 
this Day, and all the Days of our Lives, as ſe 
to grow from one degree of Grace to ano- | E 


ther, till at laſt Grace he perfected in Glo- In 

Theſe things, O Lord, with whatſo- ar 
ever elſe thou in thine infinite Wiſdom ſo 
ſeeſt expedient for us, we humbly crave at A 
thy Mercitul Hands in the Name, and for al 
the ſake, of thy Son Chriſt Jeſs. In whoſe us 
Words we farther call upon thee. Our Fa- « 
ther which art, &c. re 
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Gracious God and Heavenly Father, 
We thy unworthy- Servants caſt our 
ſelves at the Footſtool of the Throne of thy 
Grace, Praiſing and Adoring thee for all thy 


Goodneſs to us and all Mankind. We con- 
feſs that it is of thy mere Mercy that we 
are alive this Moment, that thou continu- 


eſt to us the comforts of this Life and thẽ 


hopes of a better. For we have been ſin- 


ful and diſobedient, and hadſt thou dealt 
with us accordingly, We had now at this 
Inſtant been deſperately bewailing our Mi- 
ſeries in the Sorrows and Horrors of a ſad 
Eternity. Lord I what is Man, that thou 
ſhouldſt in the leaſt regard him ? But what 

are we, miſerable Sinners, that thou ſhouldſt 
ſo far regard us, as ſtill to embrace us in the 
Arms of thy Mercy, and notwithſtanding 
all our Rebellions againſt thee, ſtill to treat 
us with the Indulgence and Tenderneſs of 
a compaſſionate Father? When We thus 
reflect upon our Unworthineſs, We are 
confounded, and know not whither to fly 
but to the ſame Mercy which we have hi- 
therto ſo much abuſed. O do thou, forthe 
ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, forgive us all that is paſt, 
and give us the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 


that we may be more obedient for the tige 


to come, and perfect Holineſs in thy 2 
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Asad now that we are going to take our Reſt; 
do Thou take us, we pray. Thee, and all 
that belong to us into thy eſpecial Care 
and ProteQion ; Give us moderate and re- 
Ireſbing' Sleep, and raiſe us up again the 
"next Morning ſo diſpoſed 'both in Body 
and Mind, as to glorify thee in all the In- 
ſtances of a Sober, Righteous, and Godly 
Life. Neither pray we fot our ſelves a- 
lone, but for all Mankind: Call all thoſe to 
the Knowledge of - thee who as yet know 
thee not, and grant that All who do know 
=__ thee may walk worthy of thee. But more 
& eſpecially we pray for this Church and Na- 
br tion, and herein for the Queen, and all that 
bear Authority under her, that under their 
Government and Protection, we may lead 
quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. Have Mercy upon all that 
are in any Diſtreſs, whether of Mind, Body, 
or Eſtate, and deal with us all, not accords 
ing to our Prayers or Deſetts, but accordin 8 
to our Needs and thine own Rich Mercies in 
1 1755 Chriſt: In whoſe Bleſſed Name and 
1 Words we conclude our imperfect Prayers, 
; faying, Our Father which art, &c. | 
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